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No. 319, November 1996 Repeaters: 146.64-, 224.64-, 444.525+, 444.95+ BBS: 772-9176 


SPECIAL 7PM START TIME: 


BUY BIG BARGAINS 
AT ANNUAL AUCTION 


If it’s November, it must be time for the annual 
RARS auction. This year, the auction will be held on 
Election Day, November Sth. This is also the meeting 
when RARS conducts its election, but we won’t let 
j either election interfere with the really important busi- 
a ness of the evening, finding the perfect new addition for 
your shack. 

You must register to buy or sell at the auction, 
and registration will be conducted from 6:00PM until 
7:00PM. Yes, that’s right, if you missed the blaring 
headline above, the meeting will be held at a special 
time, SEVEN PM. 

Selling your equipment at the meeting helps 
raise money for RARS, since there is a 10% commis- 
sion (with a maximum of $10) on each sale. So the 
auction is an excellent time to turn all of those unused 
priceless treasures in the back of your closet into cold, 
hard cash... and, help raise money for the club. How- 
ever, ‘Fran’ produced stumps and logs will not be 
accepted for the auction, no matter how many of them 
you still have laying around your yard. 

Remember, the BIG EVENT is Tuesday, No- 
vember 5 at the Forest Hills Baptist Church (directions 
on page 2). Don't miss it or your chance to get the deal 
of the century will be going, going and GONE until next 
year. 


Curt KD4YU 


HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 


Thanks to all of the people who helped provide 
communications during the aftermath of Hurricane 
Fran. 

Thanks to all of the Volunteer Examiners, who 
make taking the ham tests so convenient now. 

Thanks to all of the people who assist with public 
service events. 

Thanks to all of the people who help out with 
RARSfest. 

Thanks to the people who bring the coffee, donuts 
and soft drinks to the meetings. 

Thanks to the people who teach the ham classes. 

Thanks to everyone who has helped ham radio and 
RARS during 1996 in ways not previously mentioned. 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July 1 
to June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any 
of the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on 
the facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 
PM, at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avenue 
and Dixie Trail, just off of Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 /445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 


1996 Officers: 


Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
380-7286 
snockw@vms.sas.com 


President: 


Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive, Raleigh, NC 27615 
848-4538 


Vice President 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Treasurer: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 


847-4641 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of 
the person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the 
Board of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Articles submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an 
ASCII file on disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, 
or on the ham bands using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Coimninerciai ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent viaham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 


1 used, no color copy can be accepted. 


Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


847-4641 


1996 Editor: 


Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@pobox.com 
CompuServe: 73167,2050 


PRESIDENT'S 


CORNER 


Greetings! Well at least this month was a bit 
quieter than last without a hurricane and all. 

] first want to remind everyone that this months 
regular meeting is the annual RARS Auction. It’s that time 
to possibly pick up on some bargain items while cleaning 
out your shack. Jack, WOUCE has graciously accepted our 
request to be the auctioneer. This is always a fun meeting so 
don’t miss it! THE MEETING WILL BE STARTING AT 
7:00PM instead of the usual 7:30. 

I went down to Charlotte the other weekend and 
had achance to try out the Ham station at Discovery Place. 
For those of you that don’t know, Discovery Place is a 
science museum. It’s geared towards kids but it’s a great 
place for the young at heart to go too. The MARS club, 
W4BEB, has a very nice station setup there. I got on the HF 
rig and made quite a few contacts: Europe was coming in 
great on 15 and 20 meters. Most of my contacts were in 
Germany and Italy. I created a few pile ups. Not hard to do 
with 500 watts, a good beam and a YL’s voice! The only 
problem is I wasn’treceiving them very well and it was hard 
to copy most of them. Obviously they weren’t having ahard 
time copying me. My Dad, W4PVT, practically had to pry 
the microphone out of my hands when it was time to go. I 
was having too much fun! 

The Nominating Committee will be reporting 
their recommendations for Officers and Board Members in 
this edition of the Exciter. They will be voted on at the 
November meeting and installed at the December meeting. 

The RARS class is going great. Lynn, KO4QH, 
and her crew have their hands full with about 15 


RARS on the 
orld Wide Web 


students. Jeff, AC4ZO, is also in the middle of 
teaching a General upgrade class. He tried to get some 
interest in an Advanced class but so far hasn’t gotten 
enough requests. 

Don’t forget to take a look at our web page, 
http://www. rtpnet.org/~rars. We’ve got the RARS 
Welcome Package on line as well as some links to 
other ham radio related sites. We are also starting to 
put links to club members personal home pages. If 
you'd like to put a link to yours contact Jay, KF4IUP 
at “theshado@nando.net”. 


See you at the Auction! 
73, Cyndi KD4ACW 
President, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 


JARSfest 
NOVEMBER 17th 


On Sunday, November 17th the last major 
hamfest of the season in this area will be held in 
Benson. The Johnston Amateur Radio Society (JARS) 
will be sponsoring the hamfest at the American Le- 
gion building on Highway 301. Dealers will be inside 
the building and the flea-market space for “tail- 
gaters” is available outside the building. 

For those heading south on I-40, taking Exit 
#325 to the right will lead you to Highway 301. Turn 
right on Highway 301 and the American Legion 
building is just a short distance on the right. Talk-in 
will be available on the 147.27 MHz repeater. 

Admission is $5 at the door and $4 in ad- 
vance. For advance tickets contact Jim Creswell 
KJ4S W (919-894-5479 evenings) prior to November 
ie 


Ham examinations will be held in conjunc- 
tion with the JARSfest. Contact Vince Yakamavich 
AA4MY at 847-8512 for information on the exami- 
nations. 

So scrape together your spare shekels and 
any gear you couldn’t sell at the auction (or perhaps 
some equipment you purchased at the auction) and 
head down to Benson on November 19. 

After all, Christmas is just around the corner and 
the perfect gift for your special someone is sure to be 


found at the JARfest. 
Curt KD4YU 


October VHF/UHF 
SIG REPORT 


The October meeting suffered, as have most 
events of late, from post-Fran conflicts. David N4YTO 
called the meeting to order with Pat KE4FCJ and Gary 
KN4AQ in attendance as I dusted pizza flour from my 
hands. Absent our treasurer and featured presentation, 
there was little formal traffic.. but some fine informals! 

The next SIG meeting begins at 7 pm , Wednes- 
day 13 November at WA4MJF’s packet BBS and an- 
tenna farm between Knightdale and Rolesville. Contact 
Dave N4YTO at 773-1437 for directions and details. 
The T-hunting presentation should go off without a 
hitch this time. 


Ed Nisley, KE4ZNU 
Secretary 


1996 RARS NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE REPORT 


The RARS Nominating Committee, appointed 
by the President, submits the following candidates to 
take office January 1, 1997. Additional nominations 
will be taken from the floor and voting will take place at 
the November meeting. Installation of officers will take 
place in December. 


RARS Officers- Two Year Term 
Vice-President- Pat Fix, KE4FCJ 
Treasurer- Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 


RARS Board Positions- One Year Term 
Public Service Director- David Fix, N4YTO 
Education Director- Lynn Pitegoff, KO4QH 
RARS Field Day Chair- Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
Publicity Director- Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 
SIG Coordinator- Rick Merkle, KA3PSK 
Exciter Editor- Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
FM Repeater Chair- 

Bernard Blackmon, KC4UPX 
RARS At-Large Director- 

Charlie Brown, W4VFJ 
RARS At-Large Director- 

Wilber Goss, WD4RDT 


Crystals 


The October meeting of the Crystals was held 
on the 22nd at the Golden Corral (U.S. 70 near Crabtree) 
with an excellent turnout. Lynn reported that the RARS 
class is going very well with about 16 students. 

With the auction coming up in November, 
Lynn said it would give visibility to the Crystals if we 
donated items to be auctioned for RARS. Pat said there 
will be a covered dish dinner at the RARS meeting 
December 3. She asked the Crystals to serve the food. 
Sounds like a good time. 

Lynn said that the money donated to the Edu- 
cation Committee was spent to purchase 3-year sub- 
scriptions to QST for 4 regional libraries. The regional 
libraries were chosen because they. are required to keep 
the magazines. That should make them available to 
more people. 

Even though the 4th Tuesday in November is 
right before Thanksgiving, there was enough interest 
that Lynn will reserve the room for our meeting. There 
will be no Crystals meeting in December. 

Doorprizes were won by Linda, Sharon Freeze, 
and Sharon Rogers.. Congratulations to Lois on being 
chosen P.T. Queen. You early morning folks probably 
know all about this and if you don’t know what that is, 
consider it your challenge to find out all about it. 

Please join us at the next meeting - November 


26th at the Golden Corral. 
KO4CK Liz 


RARS NOMINATIONS (continued) 


RARS At-Large Director- 
Ed Alderman, WA4PEN 
ARRL Liason- Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 


The following are RARS Chairpersons elected 
for a one year term: 
RARS VE Exam Coordinator- 
Vince Yakamavich, AA4MY 
W4DW Trustee- Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
Thanks to the membership and the help of commit- 
tee members, Walter KM4BU and Rick KA3PSK. 


Chuck K4HF 
Nominating Committee Chair 


THE PUBLIC AND YOUR 
ANTENNA FARM 


Although PRB-1 has opened the way for people 
to erect towers and antennas that previously were pro- 
hibited, unfortunately PRB-1 has its limits. Your an- 
tenna “farm” can still get you in trouble with your 
neighbors. What needs to be changed is the general 
public’s hostile attitude toward antennas of any kind. 
They think they’re getting “Beamed” with “Evil Radia- 
tion” and because of this their kids will turn out weird. 
Sad, but true. 

One solution: For those of you who do manage 
to get a permit to erect an antenna, DON’T USEIT FOR 
THE FIRST FEW MONTHS! Let me relate this inter- 
esting story to you... 

At work, about ten years ago, we began erect- 
ing a terrestrial microwave network. We installed the 
dishes on top of our water tanks and then erected the 
buildings. There were delays due to weather. We didn’t 
get the waveguide installed until much later. Two 
months after we erected the dish in one neighborhood, 
we got a call from an irate homeowner in the area. He 
complained bitterly that we were messing up his TV 
reception. Fortunately, we hadn’t even uncrated the 
radios yet. Our staff engineer took the call. He let this 
guy blow of steam. This was a really determined nitwit 
—he even kepta log of when we were “beaming” his TV 
with “interference.” After about a half an hour of this, 
our guy said: “Gee, I really would like to help you, but 
somehow I don’t think we’re at fault here —You see we 
haven’t even hooked up the radio yet. I'll be glad to 
show you the station if you’re...” —That dude was so 
embarrassed, he hung up and we haven’ t heard from him 
since. 


It’s easy to forget just how much you learned 
when you got started with this hobby. Your neighbors 
will never appreciate this when you request something 
as imposing as an antenna. You must remember the first 
rule of antennas: Public Relations. It begins and ends 
there. 


73, Jake Brodsky, AB3A 


NOVEMBER RARS MEETING 


STARTS at 7PM! 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


-RARS Board Meeting 
September 1996 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on September 17. The meeting was 
called to order by KD4ACW at 7:16pm. Members 
present were: KD4ACW, WA4BPJ, KE4FCJ, K4HF, 
KD4RAA, KC4UQN, W4VFJ, and AC4ZO. The total 
attendance numbered 10. 

On motion by WA4BPJ, seconded by KE4FCJ, 
the August minutes were approved. 

In the President’s report, President Wood de- 
scribed the recent ARES activity connected with Hurri- 
cane Fran. A discussion of the procedures at the State 
and County EOCs followed. 

KC4UQN gave the VP report: The October 
meeting will be a program about Morse code, presented 
by Jeff, AC4ZO. November will be the annual auction, 
as usual. The December meeting will be the Christmas 
party, and Bruce is still seeking entertainment for the 
evening. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and said 


RARS membership is 273. 


KD4RAA gave the FM Committee report. The 
146.64 repeater stayed up during the hurricane, but was 
on battery backup for nearly a week. Thanks were given 
to WA4BP] for changing out the batteries every day and 
keeping them charged. A tech support meeting is 
scheduled for September 24. 

KD4ACW is drafting a letter to the Facilities 
Committee at the church, which describes our activity 
there, and will serve to renew our agreement with them. 


) 


KE4FCJ announced that all Parks in the area 
are closed, and specifically, Lake Crabtree Park has 
canceled all booking in September. This is the park that 
we have booked for the RARS picnic. Since the folks at 
the park do not know when they will be back in opera- 
tion, the Board considered what to do about the Picnic. 
Finally, after much discussion, a motion was made by 
KE4FCJ to cancel the picnic. The motion was seconded 
by WA4BPJ, and was carried. 

KE40Q0O was scheduled to present to the Board 
his proposal for allowing members to sell equipment at 
RARS meetings. He was unavailable for the meeting but 
a discussion ensued anyway. No action was taken by the 
Board. 

The following announcements were made: 

WD4RDT - MMS is changing the way their 
phone lines are arranged. He distributed a letter describ- 
ing the changes. 

KD4ACW - KD4IHW and KF4IUP are work- 
ing on updating the RARS world wide web page. A 
meeting is scheduled on 18 September. 

The following Board Member Comments were 
made: 

KD4RAA .- The open house at W4ATC was 
very successful. ) 

KE4FCJ - Neil, N4HAF, has received an A-1 
Operator certificate. 

KN4AQ- Channel 22 had coverage of the ham 
activity about Hurricane Fran. 

On motion by WA4BP]J, seconded by W4VFJ, 


the meeting adjourned at 9:27p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 


Regular RARS Meeting 
October 1996 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on October 1, 1996 at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church. The meeting was called to order at 
7:36p by Cyndi KD4ACW who welcomed a whopping 
123 members and 7 guests. 

Cyndi announced that the RARS Family Pic- 
nic has been cancelled. This is due to damage to the 
picnic site by Fran. 
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Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report and 
said that RARS membership is 273. 

Cyndi announced that the RARS Fall classes 
are scheduled to begin on October 7. For information on 
the classes, call Lynn (out Education director) at 787- 
LIV? 

Doug AD4UL announced that he has openings 
for shifts to be worked at the State Fair. Also, the last two 
Public Service events of the year are occurring this 
coming weekend. Lastly, Doug thanked some 14 hams 


- who assisted with the communication for the MS-150, 


our largest public service event of the year. 

President Wood announced that the program 
for next month’s meeting is the annual auction. Also, the 
significant progress is being made on the RARS World 
Wide Web page available via Internet. The Webmaster 
is Jay KF4IUP, and the site URL is http://rtpnet.org/ 
~rars. 

Reed AB4W North Carolina Section Manager 
said a few words about the Hurricane Fran relief effort, 
and thanked all the hams who staffed ham stations in the 
Emergency Operations Centers, and other agencies dur- 
ing the emergency period. 

Mark WD4KSE announced that the ATV re- 
peater is back on the air, thanks to the efforts of KF4IVA 
and WA4WTX. The ATV meetings are held the 4th 
Wednesday of the month at a restaurant in the Pleasant 
Valley Promenade. Mark also said that he will be pre- 
senting an ATV demonstration at the OCRA meeting on 
October 14. 

Cyndi asks that everyone help in cleaning up 
the meeting room after the meeting and then, introduced 
the speaker forthe evening: Jeff, AC4ZO. The topic was 
Morse Code. 


Door prizes went to KD4VCH, and K4MC. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


FOR SALE: 
KENWOOD TS-830S 


Ray DeMers W2KVP 
919-929-0516 


demers@email.unc.edu 
147.225 *65 


RARS 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
December 3 


The RARS Gala Christmas Dinner will be 
held on December 3 in lieu of the regular meeting. 
RARS will provide meats and beverages for members 
and their family. Please see Pat KE4FCJ, at member- 
ship services to bring side dishes or desserts. Pat can 
be reached by telephone at 677-8320. 

The entertainment this year will be provided 
by “Grains of Time,” a vocal male quartet from NCSU. 


Also, we hope to be treated to a special guest appear- . 


ance from you-know-who. Ifspecial deliveries need to 
be made to young harmonics by the special guest, 
please contact Pat. 

Please note the special start time of 7:00pm 
for this occasion. New officers will be installed at a 


very short business meeting prior to dinner. 
Bobbie KD4ZVW 


N4IQA 
Robert P. Buehlmann 


Historian and Collector 
of 
Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd (919) 851-5169 


Raleigh, NC 27606 | 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits : 
of advertising in the EXCITER. 
See page 2 for details so | 
you can correct this oversight. 


IN SMITHFIELD: 


MONTHLY 
HAM EXAMS 


The Triangle East Amateur Radio Association 
(TEARA)holdsmonthly amateur radio exams in Smithfield 
NC. The tests are held upstairs in the Smithfield Public 
Library at the corner of Market St. and 3rd St., on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month. There is no pre-registration 
requirement, and test registration begins at 9:30 A.M. 
sharp. The 610 forms are supplied, and the test fee for 
1996 is $6.05. The applicant must bring photo ID, any 
licenses/CSCE’s that they have, as well as photocopies of 
same. 

Talk-in is on the following repeaters: 147.39+ 
PL 88.5 in Clayton, 442.400+ in Wendell, and 147.30+ PL 
88.5 in Wilson. For more information, contact meon the 
above repeaters,by e-mail, or call (919) 554-2154. 

The schedule for the remainder of 1996 is as 


follows: Nov. 16, and Dec. 21. 
Dave Hockaday WB4IUY 
http://www. ipass.net/~teara/ teara@ipass.net 
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Amateur Radio - Educational & FUN! Chesil 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. | 


P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 
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Calendar of Events: November 1996 
SEES A RSA UNL ERIN SF 1 DTS NT 


Nov 5: Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
SPECIAL TIME--- 7 PM 
directions on page 2: Program- ANNUAL AUCTION 
Nov 13: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, David N4YTO, 677-8320 
Nov 14: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday KD4LLS, 782-8703 
Nov 18: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
We're ON THE MOVE: call for meeting location info! 
Nov 17: JARSfest, Benson, NC, info, call Jim Creswell KJ4SW, 894-5479 
Nov 19; RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
All RARS members welcome. 
Nov 26: RARS Crystals Dinner meeting, info, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 
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